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A NEW 
BEGINNING
by caleb bruce

The aim of Cross Cultural Connections (C3) is to reach lost people 
groups from around the world and tell them the great news of 
salvation through Christ. God has brought the nations to our 
doorstep here at Texas, and we are immeasurably blessed. We go 
about reaching these students by meeting them where they are. 
We make the food they like. We play the sports they enjoy. We go 
do the things that are important to them. We earn their trust and 
with that we earn the right to speak truth into their lives. Simply put, 
you won't have much success telling people about Christ if you are 
not willing to meet them where they are. Relying on the Spirit for 
stability we find plentiful harvests in the raw and unstable lives of 
our lost friends.  

I am absolutely amazed by what God has done. One night I 
received a message from a friend asking if I could drive him to a 
Hindu temple so that he could pray for 30 seconds and make his 
parents happy. Now, this international friend has been reading the 
Bible with us and has been meeting regularly with one of our 
student leaders. We went to the temple, he walked around an idol 
for 20 seconds and then we left to get lunch.  

Once there I asked him what he prayed for, he prayed for his family. 
Then I asked him “Who did he pray to?” He turned and without 
hesitation said he prayed to God [my God]. So I asked if he 
believed in God and His son Jesus, and he said yes. Then I asked, 
"If Jesus came up to you now and said: Follow Me, how would you 
respond?" He answered in absolute affirmation the willingness to 
follow Jesus wherever. I said to him "You know the Gospel, you 
know What Jesus has done, and why he did it. But I don’t think 
you know the last part of the Gospel. The last part is an offer, a 
chance for you to choose whether you want to accept Christ; to 
follow him or not."  

With my heart beating out of my chest I asked if he would like to 
make Jesus Lord of His life. He said yes, and asked me to show 
him how. In Chuy's at 3:30 in the afternoon on Hindu New Year's 
day, our friend gave his life to Christ. He was able to get to that 
point because the spirit led him into openness and led him into our 
arms. God allowed him to trust us and gave us the flexibility to walk 
with him. God used the ministry of the BSM and C3 to grow his 
kingdom. God is moving in very real ways. 

I met Kim* a little over a year ago. We met at one of the BSM’s 
events, Free Lunch On Wednesday (FLOW). We became friends 
and talked a little bit more but nothing much happened after that. 
A month later she came up to me and said she wanted to start 
reading the Bible together. She said, “I don’t know about this 
whole God thing. I don’t believe in Him and I don’t know if I will. 
But I’m interested in learning more.” I was ecstatic and we dived 
head first into Genesis. Throughout the semester we went chapter 
by chapter, exploring the character of God and who the Bible said 
He is. 

Many times, I didn’t feel equipped at all. We talked a lot about 
evolution, creation, and science as a whole. I studied film in 
college so during many discussions, I had to completely rely on 
the Holy Spirit and knowledge from my high school science 
classes. It was so cool to see how she came to an understanding 
of who God was not only through the Bible but seeing that in life 
around her. The next semester she came back and said, “Ok, I 
believe in God, now I want to explore Jesus.” So off to Romans 
we went. She read about the brokenness of the world and of 
ourselves. She began to understand sin and see the need for a 
savior. We wrapped up the semester, finishing off Romans. I asked 
her where she was with believing Jesus was the Savior she 
needed and accepting Him as that Savior and Lord. She told me 
she wasn’t quite ready. She wanted a big moment, an epiphany, 
like she had had with believing in God.I promised her we’d keep in 
touch in the summer and we’d continue the following semester. I 
told her to continue reading in the summer and to continue to pray 
that she would see the ways Jesus was revealing Himself to her. 

This semester we picked back up and began talking about our 
summers. I asked her how her journey to find Christ went during 
the summer responding that it was great. Some things happened 
in the summer that allowed her to just be alone with God. She 
dove deep into the Word and really sought Him out in prayer. One 
day, late in the summer, she was reading the Bible and realized 
that she believed all of this, believed she had sin in her life and that 
she needed a savior. It was a gradual journey, one that took lots of 
exploring, trust, and time. The journey continues as we dive into 
discipleship.

FINDING 
JESUS

by sarah wilson



 RIGHT BEFORE OUR EYES
by cody shouse

The staff of the BSM has a single heartbeat, a single cry, day in and day out. Our chief desire 
is too see revival break out across the 40 Acres. While this is our greatest hope we have 
never lost the understanding that God’s desire for this is infinitely greater than ours. Because 
we know this we pray for both faithfulness to bear witness and patience for His timing. Both 
of these are difficult tasks but we walk in trust. Over the last decade of faithfulness and 
patience there have been a constant eight to twelve students who surrender their lives to 
Jesus each year. We celebrate these new births and plug them in to discipling relationships 
and create environments where they will see God more clearly and serve Him. It has been a 
joy.   

However, our heart is bigger than what we have been seeing. Our heart is that every 
student on this campus have the opportunity to hear the great salvation of Jesus. It is with 
eternal humility and soul-leaping joy that I can tell you that as I write this article God has 
already drawn ten students to His salvation this semester. We are barely half way through 
the year and the Spirit is stirring right before our eyes. You can read a few of these stories in 
this newsletter: a young woman who was a skeptic, a Buddhist who declared Jesus alone 
as God. There are so many more. A young man from East Asia trusting Jesus after studying 
the Bible for the first time in his life and now he has lead another to trust Jesus. A freshman 
who, after coming to college and having to choose faith on his own and not just cling to the 
faith of his father, declares that his life now belongs to Jesus. The stories go on.   

The article could be a premature excitement for what could happen over the next 
semesters, but it is with an extreme humility that we celebrate salvation for just one, but for 
a movement to playing out right before us makes the faithfulness and patience that much 
more amazing.   

MEET YOUR MISSIONARY
My name is Victor Castillo, and I am a Campus Missionary Intern (CMI) for the 
Longhorn Baptist Student Ministry. As a CMI, I coach Missional Communities (MCs) 
at the University of Texas at Austin. An MC consists of a group of believers that are 
intentionally reaching out to a certain people group by sharing the Gospel and their 
lives as well (1 Thess. 2:8). This position is one that is very close to my heart 
because my salvation came through an MC that was in Jester dorm where I lived. I 
accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior during my freshman year of college. 
This journey with God led me to experience a myriad of different people, places, and 
experiences that has ultimately placed me where I am at now.  

Whether its hosting karaoke nights, dancing (two-stepping and tango), driving 
people that live hours away, equipping someone in sharing the Good News, or being 
present when someone first get their exams back, every student has a different need 
and purpose. Serving with the BSM has given me a glimpse of how God uses the 
ones that are broken and flawed to further His kingdom. He works for the good of 

those who love him and equips the ones that are called to His purpose (Romans 
8:28). And I must say, I feel that verse wholeheartedly. He equips me even when I 
am not qualified and grants me grace every time I fall short. I love it. Even the 
things that I do not enjoy I still love because I know that they lead to something 
greater! 

As I look back at what the Lord has been doing in my life and the ones around me, 
I get excited for what the future brings. The ups, the downs, the good, the ugly, 
and the very ugly. They all matter. Especially for someone who feels like they are 
just scratching the surface of knowing who this Creator. Through discipleship, 
community, and missions, I am seeing how God truly has a passion for His people; 
both believers and not-yet believers. And that can only be described as truly good.

TOP: Grayson baptizing Adam who recently came to 
faith.  Adam has since lead another to Christ.  
BOTTOM: A community of students and family lay 
hands on and commission 3 students who were just 
baptized.  Thank you Woodlawn Baptist church for 
hosting this event.

Victor Castillo, El Paso, TX
Class of 2017 - Neuroscience



When Jamie decided to attend a school 5 hours from home, a flood of panic and differing 
emotions consumed my wife and me. We were quickly becoming empty nesters, and my baby 
would be all alone in the big city without me there to protect her and pick her up when she fell.  
That’s where the BSM came in, from the first day of freshman orientation the BSM was there for 
guidance, moral support, spiritual leadership and comfort, not only for the students but also for 
their parents.   

When Jamie left for college we were confident in the Christian young lady she was raised to be, 
but we were worried about her moving to Austin. Coming from Small Town, USA, we were 
concerned with the adjustments and changes in her life. The Longhorn BSM came to the rescue 
for all of us. Through the BSM, Jamie has been discipled and we have seen her grow so much in 
her walk with the Lord.  She has always been able to share the gospel, but her interactions within 
the BSM have given her more opportunities to do that and taught her how to do it boldly.  

For example, Jamie has had opportunities to travel to Taiwan and the Middle East on trips to 
share with people who have never heard the name of Jesus. As her parents, we were not so sure 
of these 8 to 10 weeks of our youngest traveling to other parts of the world to share with 
unreached people. The training that went into preparing for these trips not only prepared Jamie 
but us as well as we continued to see her grow in her faith.  

We cannot emphasize enough the change and growth that we have seen in Jamie though the 
experiences she has had at the BSM!

PRAYERS FROM HOME
by milton & angela richardson

houston 
alumni & friends 

2018 

CELEBRATION 

DINNER 

March 4,2017 
Junior League of Houston 

Make Your Reservations at: 
longhornbsm.com/dinner

END of  YEAR
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  

All gifts made before December 
31 can be deducted from your 
2017 taxes.   

Gifts can be mailed to: 
Longhorn BSM 

2204 San Antonio St 
Austin, TX  78705 

or given online at 
longhornbsm.com/donate 

 



MOVING 
FORWARD
by cheyenne gills

I have not known about the Baptist Student Ministry (BSM) for 
very long, but it has had a great impact in my life. I had been 
disconnected from God for a while, and due to depression, I 
had isolated myself from a personal life. Before this semester 
started I decided that I wanted to reconnect to God and to 
people, and one way I wanted to do that was through a bible 
study. The semester started and I happened to come across 
the BSM tabling about their new bible study at Austin 
Community College (ACC), it seemed like fate. Turns out I have 
a class during the bible study, and I had only been to one 
meeting, when I got an email about BSM’s fall retreat. It seemed 
like something was telling me I should go. It was the best 
weekend I have had in years for many reasons, despite being 
tackled by Caleb while playing “1,2,3,..HIT!” The weekend was 
about being “With” God and it seemed to be exactly what I 
needed to hear. I made me reflect on why I stepped away from 
God and gave me a starting point in moving forward in my walk 
with Him. The whole weekend, in culmination with a few other 
things, made me feel like God was yelling at me, and it was 
honestly a relief. This group has helped me reconnect with God, 
and I feel like it is full of people I can rely on and turn to for help, 
and it is wonderful!

The BSM at ACC Highland has been a great experience. I have 
been able to connect with fellow students from ACC and expand 
our understanding of the gospel. Before the BSM I would attend 
church off and on throughout the year. However, I knew there was 
something missing in my faith because I was having a lot of 
moments of doubt. This is when I decided to become involved 
with the BSM at Highland, and since then my relationship with 
God has grown and I now feel like I have my own personal 
relationship with Him. Not only was I able to strengthen my 
relationship with God, but the BSM gave me a place where I could 
express my questions about religion freely and get an honest 
answer. With the BSM I felt comfortable, I didn’t feel pressured to 
believe a certain way, but instead I felt free to explore Christianity 
through my own eyes. This allowed me to see who God truly is 
and be able to connect not only with a great group of people but 
also connect more with God. We all know how stressful College 
can be, and the BSM served as a stress reliever for me. The 
weekly meetings with the BSM were like my moment to breath 
during the week, and instead of focusing on school I focused on 
building my relationship with God. With this new relationship I have 
built with God I can slowly see what his plan is for me, and it 
would not have been possible without the BSM at ACC Highland.

FINDING 
COMMUNITY

by christian deleon

This semester the BSM has launched at ACC, specifically the Riverside and Highland campuses.  Staff is 
meeting students, engaging them with the gospel, offering Bible Study and creating community.  Above 
are two stories from students who have plugged in to the work being done there.  If you would like to 
support this work in any way please contact Cody Shouse at cody@longhornbsm.com.ACC


